
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/990,739 



11/16/2001 



David H. Harris 



7590 



10/28/2004 



MARGER JOHNSON & MCCOLLOM PC 
1030 SW MORRISON STREET 
PORTLAND, OR 97205 



5087-27 



3310 



EXAMINER 



DANG, KHANH 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2111 

DATE MAILED: 10/28/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 





Application No. 


Applicant(s) 




09/990,739 


HARRIS ET AL 


Off ire* Ariicin ^ummarx/ 






Examiner 

Khanh Dang 


Art Unit 

2111 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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I) S Responsive to communication^) filed on 16 August 2004 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Jacobs. 
At the outset, it is noted that similar claims will be grouped together to avoid 
repetition. 

As broadly drafted, these claims do not define any structure/step that differs from 
Jacobs. 

With regard to claim 1 , Jacobs discloses a method of communicating with a mass 
storage device, comprising: receiving ATA/ATAPI signals from a mass storage device 
(140) into a bridging circuit (156); converting the ATA/ATAPI signals from the mass 
storage device (140) into USB signals using the bridging circuit (156); and outputting 
the USB signals from the bridging circuit (156). 

With regard to claim 2, in Jacobs, the bridging circuit (156) can be provided in a 
single IC. 
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With regard to claim 3, the bridging circuit (156) is provided on a motherboard of 
the mass storage device (see Fig. 6 and description thereof). 

With regard to claim 4, the bridging circuit (156) is provided on a secondary 
board (physical device 160, see Figs. 7 and 8, and description thereof). 

With regard to claim 5, the mass storage device (186) motherboard outputs 
ATA/ATAPI signals, and wherein the secondary board (of physical device 160) receives 
the ATA/ATAPI signals from the mass storage device (186) motherboard and converts 
them into USB signals (to host 130). 

With regard to claim 6, Jacobs discloses a motherboard for a mass storage 
device (160), said motherboard comprising: input logic (ATA logic) configured to receive 
an input signal from a read unit of the mass storage device (160); a bridging circuit (156, 
Fig. 6) configured to receive the input signal from the input logic and convert the input 
signal into a USB signal; and output circuitry configured to output the USB signal from 
the motherboard (of the ATA device 160). 

With regard to claim 7, the bridging circuit (156) comprises a bridging chip (IC) 
for converting the input signal into the USB signal. 

With regard to claim 8, the bridging chip (156) comprises: an ATA/ATAPI 
interface (ATA interface interfacing ATA device) configured to receive ATA/ATAPI 
signals from the input logic; a disk interface (of ATA disk interface) configured to receive 
ATA/ATAPI signals from the ATA/ATAPI interface; a serial interface engine (USB 
interface interfacing the host 130); and a USB physical interface transceiver (USB 
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protocol requires USB physical interface transceiver to be in full compliance with USB 
specification) configured to receive signals from the serial interface engine and output 
USB signals to a USB interface (of host 130). 

With regard to claim 9, Jacobs discloses a secondary board (of physical device 
160) configured to enable communication between a mass storage device (186) 
motherboard and a host motherboard (of host 130), said secondary board comprising: a 
connector port (it is clear that connecting port is used to connect the secondary board to 
ATA device 186) for receiving signals from the mass storage device (186) motherboard; 
a bridging circuit (156) for converting signals from the mass storage device (186) 
motherboard into USB signals; and a USB connector port (USB port for connecting 160 
to host 130) for outputting the USB signals to the host (130) motherboard. See also 
Figs. 7 and 8 and description thereof. 

With regard to claim 10, the bridging circuit (156) comprises a bridging chip (IC) 
configured to translate the signals from the mass storage device motherboard into USB 
signals. 

With regard to claim 1 1 , the bridging chip (IC 156) comprises a USB physical 
interface transceiver (USB protocol requires USB physical interface transceiver to be in 
full compliance with USB specification), a serial interface 
engine (USB interface), and a disk interface (ATA disk interface). 

With regard to claim 12, the disk interface receives ATA/ATAPI signals through 
an ATA/ATAPI interface, and wherein the ATA/ATAPI signals are converted into USB 
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2.0 signals (USB 2.0 is also employed in Jacobs) and are output to a USB Interface 
through the USB physical interface transceiver. 

With regard to claim 13, Jacobs discloses a bridging chip (IC 156) comprising: an 
input configured to receive ATA/ATAPI signals; conversion logic configured to convert 
the ATA/ATAPI signals into USB signals; and an output configured to output the USB 
signals. See explanation regarding to claims 1-12 above. See specifically Figs. 5-8, and 
description thereof. 

With regard to claim 14, the input comprises an ATA/ATAPI interface arranged to 
receive the ATA/ATAPI signals and a disk interface configured to receive ATA/ATAPI 
signals from the ATA/ATAPI interface; wherein said conversion logic comprises a serial 
interface engine and a USB physical interface transceiver, said interface transceiver 
being configured to receive signals from the serial interface engine and output USB 
signals to a USB interface. See explanation regarding to claims 1-12 above. See 
specifically Figs. 5-8, and description thereof. 

With regard to claim 15, the chip is located on a mass storage device 
motherboard. See explanation regarding to claims 1-12 above. See specifically Figs. 5- 
8, and description thereof. 

Wth regard to claim 16, the chip is located on a secondary board. See 
explanation regarding to claims 1-12 above. See specifically Figs. 5-8, and description 
thereof. 
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With regard to claim 1 7, the secondary board is arranged to receive ATA/ATAPI 
signals from a motherboard of the mass storage device. See explanation regarding to 
claims 1-12 above. See specifically Figs. 5-8, and description thereof. 

With regard to claim 18, Jacobs discloses a method of converting signals from a 
mass storage device into USB signals, said method comprising: receiving a signal from 
a mass storage device into a bridging chip; converting the signal from the mass storage 
device into a USB signal; outputting the USB signal from the bridging chip. See 
explanation regarding to claims 1-12 above. See specifically Figs. 5-8, and description 
thereof. 

With regard to claim 19, the bridging chip is located on a motherboard of the 
mass storage device. See explanation regarding to claims 1-12 above. See specifically 
Figs. 5-8, and description thereof. 

With regard to claim 20, the bridging chip is located on a secondary board 
arranged in communication with a motherboard of the mass storage device. See 
explanation regarding to claims 1-12 above. See specifically Figs. 5-8, and description 
thereof. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicants' 37 CFR 1.131 affidavit filed 8/16/2004 have been fully considered but 
it fails to overcome the prior art because of the following reasons. 
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1) The Declaration alleged that "a universal serial bus (USB) interface for mass 
storage device as described and claimed in the application" was conceived and 
developed before October 5, 2000. However, the declaration does not include facts 
showing a completion of the invention prior to October 5, 2000. The exhibit "A" shows 
only a Product Data Sheet of bridge chip (ISD-300 ASIC). Further, there's no 
indication/evidence from the document showing Applicant's involvement with the 
product. Still further, there is no specific date on the document. As a matter of fact, a 
close examination of the ISD-300 ASIC Product Data Sheet (Revision 0.8), page 5, 
submitted by the Applicant, reveals that the actual dates ("Copyright" date and 
Document Revision History") of this document have been intentionally made blank. 
However, a copy of ISD-300 ASIC Product Data Sheet available to this Office clearly 
shows January 16, 2001 is the "Creation Time/Date" of Revision 0.8. 

2) The prior art is claiming the same invention. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Khanh Dang at 
telephone number 703-308-021 1 . 



Khanh Dang 
Primary Examiner 



